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Bentley Heath Calculation Sequencing Guidance 
 

The following document sets out the sequence and links that need to be drawn when teaching the 

four operations at Bentley Heath. 

 

The document sets out the sequence for teaching addition and subtraction then the sequence for 

teaching multiplication and division.   

 

Definitions: 

CONCRETE – This resource can be moved, manipulated, rearranged and remade by pupils.  

Concrete resources can often be shown as pictures but may not easily be drawn/created by pupils 

e.g. Numicon, multilink  

PICTORIAL – This representation is a picture that can be touched and may be drawn/created easily 

by the pupil.  It represents the relative scale of and relationship between the numbers. 

ABSTRACT – Using the abstract method requires a secure mental model of the relative scale of and 

relationship between the numbers to be successful.  The pupils understand the real and relative 

values of the symbols within this method. 
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Addition and subtraction glossary 
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Multiplication and division glossary 
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Addition 

Skill / Year Group Concrete Resources Pictorial Representation Abstract Method 
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Subtraction 

Skill / Year Group Concrete Resources Pictorial Representation Abstract Method 
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Multiplication 

Skill / Year Group Concrete Resources Pictorial Representation Abstract Method 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 5 (apples) x 4 (bags) = 

20 
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Division 

Skill / Year Group Concrete Resources Pictorial Representation Abstract Method 
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Divide 3 digits (sharing)   - Y4 

 

 

 

 

 
Divide 3 digits (sharing with 

exchange)   - Y4 

 

856 ÷ 4 = 214 
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